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CONSIDERATIONS — 
UPON THE — 
Miſchiefs that may ariſe 
From Granting too much Indulgence 
To FOREIGNERS. 
Occaſioned by the late 


3 Eletion of Bꝛoadſtreet Ward. 


= IT 
Mr. ADDISON*s Opinion of the FRENCH, 
and their innate Hatred to the ENGLISH. 


And an EXTRACT of Sir Fohbn Knight's SPEE 8 
in Parliament againſt 2 K EIGNERS. ” 


Ly —— 
; "Addreſva to the n of Lox pom, 
As a proper Monitor for the next Elections of . S=—- 
4 Directors, Common Council men, x 
. 75 make a Frenchman Engliſh, that's the Devil. 
$ True born Engliſhman. 


" Thou mayeſt not fot a Stranger over thee, which is 
not thy Brother. | ; Deut. 
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AND 


INTRODUCTION. 


Idea of the French Re- 
fugees, from their In gra- 


titude to King Charles the Firſt, 


we mult conclude them to be, of. 


all People, the moſt abandoned : 


For though it is but too noto- 


rious, that all the Diſaſters and 
Diſgraces of that unfortunate 


Prince, were derived from his 


generous, though imprudent Con- 
A3 as 


Hob we form our 


[? 


(vi) 


duct, in ſuccouring the French 


Proteſtants, and particularly the 


Rochellers; Yet he is repreſented 
by thoſe very People, or their 


Poſterity, as a Man without 


Faith, Honour, or Religion: 


This may, perhaps, appear 
myſterious to thoſe, who are not 
apprized of the Secret Springs, 
that gave Motion to the Rebel- 
lion, and Calamities in that Reign; 
and particularly to the firſt Com- 
motions in Scotland, It was 
Richlieu that fornented them; it 
was Nichlieu that ſent the firſt 

8 Scheme 
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(vn) 
Scheme of the Solemn League 


and Covenant to that Kingdom, 


which poiſoned the whole Nation 


with a Spirit of Diſcontent and 
Sedition, not only to revenge 


the Attempts made by the King, 
to relieve the Nochellers; but 
likewiſe, to give 2 Diverſion to 
his Arms, by cutting out Work 
for him at home. 


The fatal Effects of that Scheme | 


are too well known, to require Ex- 
planation ; and we may venture 


to affirm, that all the Wars and 


Diſtrac- 
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(viii) 


Diſtractions under which Europe 


has been groaning for near a 
Century, may, with the greateſt 


Juſtice, be aſcribed to it: For 


the King being deſtroy'd, and his 


Government ſubverted, his Fami- 


ly were conſtrained to ſeek for an 
Aſylum in France, where they 
ſucked in the Politicks and Reli- 
gion of the Country. 


It may, no doubt, be obſerved, 
that there were Treaties ſubſiſting 
between England and the French 
 Proteflants ; by which we ſtipu- 
lated to ſuccour them : But grant- 


ing 


24> I% 
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(ix) 

ing this, there are but few Princes in 
our Generations, who would hazard 
their Crowns, and draw upon them- 
ſelves the Reſentment of a power- 
ful Nation, on the ſcore of Re- 
ligion. Nor has there been a 
Prince ſince, that has taken any 
vigorous Meaſures for the Relief 
of the Proteſtants of France. 


Their Ingratitude has not been 
| les glaring to the Sons and Suc- 
ceſſors of that unhappy Monarch; 
for whatever their Deſigns might 
be in favour of France, it muſt, 
however, be acknowledged, that 
1 B: - « 


CR. 
they gave no ſmall Encourage-- 
ment and Protection to the Re- 
fugees of that Kingdom, upon 
the Revocation of the Edict of 
Manis. But the Memory of thoſe || 
Princes is treated with the ſame 
Contempt and Indignity with 


their Royal Fathers; and as both | 
were very unfortunate, in what- | 
ever Light we place them, ſo we 


may juſtly ſay, they were very 


injudicious in the Choice of the 
Objects of their Compaſſion; for 
while the French Refugees make 
themſelves wanton with their Er- 
rors and Vices, on one Hand, 

others 


7 
1 


(} 


others have condemned them for 
encouraging ſuch ſwarms of Fo.. 
reign Beggars to. ſettle amongſt 
us ; but none has repreſented that 
imprudent Step with more Seve- 
rity and Bitterneſs, than a Modern 


Satyriſt of our own Country, in 


his Character of King Charles the 


Second. 
Den to recruit the Commons 4 


Prepares, 


And heal the latent B reaches of obo 
Wars; 


De pious Purpoſe better to adam; 


He invites the baniſh 'd Proteflants 
of France ; 
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Hither for God's ſake, and their 


own they fled, 5 

Some for Religion came, and Jome 
for Bread ; 

Tivo hundred thouſand Pair. of 
Wooden Shoes, 

(bo, God be thank d, had nothing 
elſe to loſe) 

To Heaven s great Pra fe did for 


Religion fly, 


To make us ſtarve our Poor in 


Charity; 
In every Port they plant their 


fruitful Train, 


To get à Race of True born Eng- 
liſhmen. 4 00 38 
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CoNSIDERATIONS hat may: ariſe 
from granting Zoo much Indul- 
gence io Foꝛeigners, &c. 


HE People of every State are 
divided into two Claſſes; 
Foreigners and Natives : A 
Foreigner, that is, a Perſon 
os another Nation, was eſteem'd and 
calld an Enemy among the Antients. 
(a) ThePhiloſopher adviſes Magiſtrates to 
make Laws for "SOR. the Diſpoſi- 


(a) Ariſtot. Polit. 7, C. 6. 


i), 
i 


] 
F 


CEP 
tion and Genius of all Foreigners be- 
fore their Admiſſion. 


The Laws of Hoſpitality ought, no 
doubt, to be religiouſſy obſerved in e- 
very Country, while thoſe, for whom 
they are intended, render themſelves wor- 
thy of them, by their Conduct and 
Demeanour. 


It is the Duty of a Stranger (fays 
the (+) Roman Orator) to mind nothing but 
his own Bufineſs, not to be too inquiſitive 
about another's, and above all Things, to 
avoid being over curious in the Country 
where he is recetved. 


(5 ) Hoſpitis autem officium eſt, nihil præter ſuum ne- 
gotium agere, nihil de alieno inquirere, minimeque in a- 
liena Republica curioſum eſſe. Cicero. | 


A Latin 7 


be- 


(39 


A Latin Author of the fixteenth Cen- 


tury, who dedicated his Works againſt 
Machiavel to the Duke of Alenſon, Bro- 
ther to the then French King, has en- 
larg d with great Erudition upon this 
Subject. (c) Foreigners, ſays he, ought to 
be content with a kind Reception, and 


| ſhould not intermeddle with the Affairs 
of the State, or ſolicit for Preferment ; 


left they ſhould, by ſuch Conduct (as it 
generally happens) excite the 11 and 
Hatred of the Natives. 


Bonn of Projelytes and Strangers to 


the Tenth Generation, ſay the Hebrew 


Writers - and it is certain, that the moſt 


(c) reiter vero ipſi, ſi in provincia aut urbe recipi- 
antur, eo contenti eſſe debent, neque temere Reipubli- 
cæ negotiis ſeſe immiſcere, aut honores appetere, ne tan- 
dem (ut fere fit) indigenarum adverſus ſe odia invidiam- 


que concitent. Lib. 1. 


renowned 
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* renowned Nations of Antiquity made ſe- 
vere Laws againſt the Admiſſion of 
Foreigners upon any Terms, and parti- 
cularly the Athenians and Lacedemo- | 


| Hiſtory furniſhes us with a multi- 
tude of Examples of Cities and Com- 
monwealths that were deſt roy d by Fo- 
reigners, who had been received on the 
| foot of Friendſhip and Hoſpitality by 
_ their unwary Hoſts; and (d) Ariſtotle 
| has left us a Narrative of nine Cities 
ſubverted by their Foreign Gueſts. 


Whilſt Virtue and publick Spirit 
prevail'd amongſt the (e) Romans, they 
would not admit any Foreigners (not 


| (4) Polit. c. 3. (e) Liv. Annal. I. 23. 


even 


„ 


1 „ 
7 even the Subjects of their beſt Al- 
; 3 lies) ſo jealous were they of Strangers: 
Nor is there any Country in the World 
5 (Great Britain excepted) where ſuch 
3 are indulged with any other Favours 
or Privileges, but ſuch as relate to Traf- 
fick only, and even that under ſtrict | 
Regulations ; but in ſome of the States j 
of Italy and Germany, Foreigners are 
denied the Liberty of Settling upon any 
Terms. | 


A Poliſh (/) Author tells us, that the 
Poles would chooſe to be govern'd by a 
Native, tho' a Chimney Sweeper, rather 
than any Foreigner; and one of their Dukes 
was depoſed for employing ſuch; and, 
amongſt other Reaſons aſſigned by Poli- 
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e 
tical Writers for excluding Strangers 
from Magiſtracies, one is, that the Peo- 


ple obey Magiſtrates of their own Na- 


tion with more Alacrity than thoſe of 
any other. . 


The Favours conferred by William 
King of Naples upon the French, en- 


raged the People to ſuch a height, 


that they ſlaughter d them all in one 
Day. T. Manlius look'd upon it as Sa- 
crilege, to prefer Strangers to Magiſtra- 
cies or Dignities. (g) Hear, O Jupiter, 
ſays he, theſe Impieties; Foreign Conſuls, 
and a Foreign Senate, &c. Audi, Jupi- 


piter, bac ſcelera, audite juſque faſque 


Peregrinos Conſules & peregrinum Sena- 
tum. 


(g) Liv. l. 8. 


The 


, 


46 


The Reaſons againſt promoting Fo- 
reigners are ſo numerous, that it would 
prove a Task of no ſmall Difficulty to 


collect them into a narrow Compaſs; 


but this may be laid down as a Max- 
im, or Poſtulatum, That Foreigners can 
never be actuated with as much Love 
and Zeal for a Country, where they re- 
ſide only for ſome temporary Conveni- 
ency, as for their own, towards which 


all their Thoughts and all their Wiſhes 
will ever incline; nor is it poſſible to 


extinguiſh a Man' 8 Affection for his na- 
tive Soil. 


Neſcio qua natale ſolum dulcedine cunctos 


Ducit, & immemores non finit efſe ſui. 


C 2 Would 


(FY 
Would it not therefore be a great 
Act of Imprudence in any Nation, to 
raiſe Strangers to any Honours or Pre- 
ferments, ſince it is certain the Country 
where they are received will be always 


look'd upon with Indifterence and Con- 
tempt ? | 


It will, no doubt, be granted, that 
Magiſtrates ſhould be thoroughly 'ac- 
quainted with the Humours, Genius, 
and Cuſtoms of the People ; but this 
cannot be expected from Foreigners, 
which ſeems to be an Argument of no 
ſmall weight againſt their Admiſſion. 


The ( Carthaginians and Syracuſians 
would confer no Dignities or Employ- 


(+) Died. I. 11. | 
ments 


Lg 


(9) | 
ments upon any, but ſuch as were de- 
ſcended from ancient Families of the 
Natives: And in ſome other Common- 
wealths, three Deſcents were requiſite to 
qualify any one for Preferment. 


The Reaſons offered by the Learned 
Windelinus againſt receiving Foreigners, 
are, that hey introduce foreign Manners, 
and, by Degrees, ſupplant the Natives; 
whence, ſays he, it is become a Pro- 
verb, That (7 Foreigners are as deſtru- 
Jive to a City, as Locuſts to Corn. And 
amongſt the other Conditions, under 5 
which he tells us, they may be receiv'd, 
the firſt is, that they ſhould be deſcend- 


ed from a Nation of Virtue and Pro- 


bity: Ur bone ſint Nationis. 


(i) Quid WS Segeti, id Civitati peregrinus eſſe 
dicitur. Cap. 18. 
That 


| , RI 
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That Nations are known and diſtin- 
guiſh'd by their different Characters, is 
a Truth that will meet with no Op- 
poſition ſome are prone to Luſt, ſome 


to Drunkenneſs, ſome to Levity, ſome 


delight in War, others in Peace and 
Commerce; Tricks and Artifice diſtin- 


guiſh this Nation, Candour and Sim- 


plicity that. 


Let us now examine a little, and ſee 


Whether we can diſcover this Character 


of Honeſty in the French, which our 


Author requires; for I ſhall confine my 


ſelf in this Diſcourſe to the Foreigners 
of that Nation only, ſettled amongſt 


us, as well in regard to their Number, 


as to their Wealth, Induſtry, and Fru- 
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Fro 
gality, in which they have no mall 
Advantage of Engl: owe 


I bw it will be allow'd, that no 


People in the World have a flenderer 


Title to the Character of Honey than 
the French; and I may do them the 
Juſtice to ſay, they never make any 
Pretenſions to it; and am perſwaded the 
Portrait, which one of our Poets has 
given us of them, will be always found 
to be Juſt: | 


7 Dancing Nation, fickle and untrue. 


There are likewiſe other Qualities re- 
quiſite in Foreigners, ſuch as Similitude 
of Manners, Religion, and above all, an 
innate Love and. Eſteem for the People 
that receive them; but none of theſe 

. are 
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(12) 
are found in the French, with whom 
we have not one Feature of Reſemblance ; 
we neither eat nor drink, nor even think 
as they do; nor are we leſs different 
in our Habits: Bur this 1 would have © | 
underſtood of the Nation in general ; for 
I am well apprized, that our Beau monde, 
our People of Quality and Rank, can 
reliſh nothing that is not of a French 
Caſt, which may in time be attended 
with fatal Conſequences ; ſince by imi- 
rating their Manners and Faſhions, we 
may inſenſibly fall into their Vices. No- 
: thing, lays Plato, can be more dangerous 
4 to a State, than granting Licence to 
their Youth to alter their Habits and 
change their Geſtures, their Dances, their 
Exerciſes and their Muſick ; altering 
their Fudgments and Opinions, ſometimes T 
| | Die 5 


N ane way, ſometimes another, running mad 


14 


; . after Nowelties. 


Though I believe it will be en 


ledged, that K. Charles II. and his Court 


were highly devoted to the French Inte- 
reſt and Manners; yet it may be affirm- 


0 ed, there was a violent Oppoſition to 
both in this Nation, during the greateſt 


part of his Reign. This was carried to 
{ ſuch a height, that our People would 
wear nothing that had the leaſt Air of 
a French Faſhion ; that we might look the 
more (ſays the Marquiſs of ( Hallifax) 
like a diſtinct People, and be no longer 
under the Servility of Imitation. 


* Amongſt the other Means, ſays he, 
* uſed for attaining that End (that is, for 


% Character of a Trimmer. 
D getting 


* 


(13 


getting all Flanders for the French) 


ſending over the Dutcheſs of Orleans 
was not the leaſt powerful; ſhe was 
a very welcome Gueſt here; and her 
own Charms and Dexterity, joined 
with other Advantages that might help 
her Pretenſions, gave her ſuch an Aſ- 


cendant, that ſhe could hardly fail 
of Succeſs. One of the Preliminaries 


of her Treaty, though a trivial thing 


Conſequence. About this Time, a ge- 


neral Humour in Oppoſition to France, 


had made us throw off their Faſhions, 


and put on Veſts, that we might look 
more like a diſtin& People, and not 


be under the ſervility of Imitation, 


which ever pays a greater deference to 
the Original, than is conſiſtent with 
the Equality all Independent Nations 
ſhould pretend to. France did not 


© like 


h) like that Beginning of ill Humours, 
dat leaſt, of Emulation, as wiſely con- 
ſidering that ic is a Natural Intro- 
dduction, Firft, ro make the World their 
J Apes, that they may afterwards make 
them their Slaves. It was thought that one 


5 along with her, was to laugh us out 
M of theſe Veſts, which ſhe performed 
W- fo effectually, that in a Moment, like 
ſo many Footmen, who had quitted 
their Maſters Livery, we took it 
again, and returned to our old Service ; 
ſo that the very Time of doing this, 
gave a very critical Advantage to 
France, ſince it looked like an Evidence 
of returning to their Intereſts, as well 
as to their Faſhions ; and would give 
ſuch a Diſtaſte of us ro our New 
Allies (the Swedes and Hollanders) that 


D 2 © the 


2< of the Inſtructions that Madam brought 


ic might facilitate the Diſſolution of 


(16) 
© the Knot (the Triple Alliance) which 
© tied them ſo within their bounds, | 
that they were very impatient til! 
© they were freed from the Reſtraint, 


We ſee by this Example, the me- |. 


lancholy Effects of imitating French 7 


Faſhions ; for it is the general Opinion, 
that the Diſſolution of that Alliance 


paved the Way for all the Calamities 
which Europe has felt ſince, from the 
Power of France. 


As to the ſimilitude of Religion, 
which is required in Foreigners, the 
Doctrine of the Church of England 
differs widely from that of the French, 
whether we conſider them as Papiſis or 
Catvini/ts. 


And as to any Notions of their Af- 
fection or Eſteem for us, there is not 


the 


(37) 
the leaſt Pretence for any Suggeſtions 
of that Tendency ; on the Contrary, 
the whole Conduct of the French for 
many Ages, and their many Writings, 
will furniſh us with undeniable Teſti- 
monies of their innate Hatred, 


Their Contempt and Spleen are por- 
tray d with great Exactneſs and Truth, 
in a celebrated Work, called The Polity 
of France, which was publiſhed in the 
Reign of Lewis the Fourteenth. 


In the 14th Chapter of that Trea- 
tiſe, the Author lays down Rules to be 
obſerved by France, with regard to the 
principal Kingdoms and States of the 
World. | 


As to what concerns the Engliſh, 
< ſays the Author, they are a People 


© with- 


/ 
. 
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(18) 
without Faith, without Religion, with- 
out Probity, without any Juſtice, diſ- 
« truſtful, extremely Falſe, Cruel, Im- 
« patient, Glutonous, Proud, Audacious, 
and Covetous. 11 55 


That this is not to be underſtood as 
the Spleen and Malice of one Man, but 
the Senſe of his Country, and the 
GRAND MONARCH, will be 
evident from the following Paſſage. 


Lewis the Fourteenth received ſo fa- 
vourable an Account of that Treatiſe, 
while it was in Manuſcript, that he 
ſent for the Author, who read it to him, 
and being highly delighred with the 
Performance, he promiſed him all 
the Encouragement that could be ex- 
pected from a King, upon Condition he 
would not publiſh it; but his Vanity 

pre- 


(uy 

prevailed, for he printed it ſoon after, 
and dedicated it to the King, who being 
enraged chat his Precious French Policy 
ſhould be no longer a Secret, and afraid, 
leſt he ſhould diſcover more of it, had 
4 him firſt confined to the Baſtile, and 

afterwards convey'd to a Place of ſuch 
Obſcurity, that he was never afterwards 


heard of. 


In God's Name, is this Amity ? Is 
this Friendſhip ? Some would fay, no 
doubr, it is Friend/hip ; a genuine Specimen 

, ſuch Friendſhip as muſt ever be expefed 

from Frenchmen, ſays a late Author. And 
this is obvious, not only from the Situation 
of both Nations, but eſpecially from the 
Opinion they conceive of themſelves. 
The ſame Author, ſpeaking of his 

Countrymen, ſays: They now ſerve for 


c 


an 


620). ü 
© an Example to all Nations, not only 
in Matters of Execution, but Counſel ; 
and they are able to furniſh an Army 
* with the beſt Generals in the World, 
* as well as the beſt Soldiers. 


It is very certain, that they have a 
ſtronger Averſion to the Engliſb, than to 
any other Nation ; and accordingly, in 
the Piece I have mentioned, France, 
with Regard to other States, is taught to 
defend herſelf only; or at moſt, to 
maintain no more than a kind of Su- 
periority over them: But nothing leſs is 
urged again and again, than the entire 
Ruin of the Engliſh, * A French War, 
« ſays he, of three -or four Years continu- 
ance, would quite ruin them. In 
ſhorr, if we would ruin the Engliſn 
And again, which would ruin them, in 
ruining their Commerce, 
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I cannot conclude this Eſſay, without 
giving the Reader the Portrait, which 
the Learned Mr. Addiſon has left us of 
the French, and their Averſion to 


us, in one of his Freeholders; and I am 


perſuaded, the Sentiments of that ex- 
traordinary Man will have the greateſt 
Weight with all Men of Judgment and 
Erudition; nor was he leſs conſpicuous 
for his profound Knowledge and Learn- 


ing, than his Zeal and Attachment to 


the preſent Royal Family. 


«© It would be endleſs, ſays he, to re- 
count the Invectives which are to be 


met with amongſt. the French Hiſto- 


A. 


c againſt the Manners of our Country- 
* men: Their Authors in other kinds of 
Writing, are likewiſe very liberal in 
Characters of the ſame Nature. I can- 
not forbear mentioning the Learned 

E M. Patin 


A. 


* 


rians, and even in Mezeray himſelf, 
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M. Patin in particular, who tells us 
in ſo many Words, That the Engliſh 
are a People he naturally abhors ; and in 
* another Place, That be looks upon the 
« Engliſh, among ſt the ſeveral Nations 
* of Men, as be does upon Wolves, amongſt 
* the ſeveral Species of Beaſts. 

Mr. Addiſon concludes his Paper in 
theſe Words: I ſhall only add, that 
there has been an unaccountable Diſpo- 
ſition amongſt the Engliſh, of late 
© Years, to fetch the Faſhion from the 
* French, not only in their Dreſs and Be- 
* haviour, but even in their Judgments 
« and Opinions of Mankind. It will, 
c however, be reaſonable for us, if we 
* concur with them in their Contempt 
* of other neighbouring Nations, that 
we ſhould likewiſe regard ourſelves 
under the ſame View, in which they 
© are wont to place us. The Repreſen- 

* tations 
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« tations they make of us, are, as of a 
Nation the leaſt favour d by them; and 
” < as theſe are agreeable to the Natural 
«© Averſion they have for us, are more 
diſadvantageous, than the Pictures they 
have drawn of any other People in 
Europe. A 

I am perſuaded, the Authority of that 
incomparable Perſon will be ſufficient, 
to convince every Briton of the Appre- 
henſions he ſhould always have in his 
Breaſt of the French Nation, their De- 
ſigns, and their Hatred; and though Cha- 
rity ſhould incline us to receive ſuch of 
them as are compell'd to ſeek for an 
Aſylum amongſt us, yet Prudence ſhould: 
direct us to have the Hebrew Proverb 
always before our Eyes, Beware of Stran- 
gers to the tenth Generation, And as the 
= French are, of all People, the moſt en- 
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gal, ſo we have the more Reaſon to be 
jealous of their Deſigns, and to provide 
againſt their Admiſſion into any Places of 
Power, Profit, or Truſt. For conſidering 
their Frugality, OEconomy, and Induſtry, 
they will in time engroſs all the pro- 
fitable Branches of Trade, as they have 
already that of the Silk Manufacture; 
for I believe it can be demonſtrated, 
that nine Parts in ten of that Traffick is 
in their Hands, with a great Share of that 
of Wines. RT 

Nor are they leſs conſiderable wh re- 
gard to their Numbers, which has been 
computed at no leſs than a Hundred 


thouſand, within the Bills of Mortality; 


and conſidering their Sobriety and Diet, 
and the Fruitfulneſs of their Women, the 
City, in time, will probably be called a 


Fraxh Colony. 
Far 


| ( 25) 

Far be it from me, to offer any thing 
chat might be injurious to them through 
Spleen or Malice: I have never entertained 
any Thoughts of that kind, my whole 
Deſign having no other View, than to 
put us upon our Guard againſt a People 
that are diſtinguiſhed for their Addreſs 
and Management in all Parts of the 
World; a People that can under-ſell us at 
all Markers, and a People that are capable 
of forming the greateſt Deſigns. 

I cannot, on this Occaſion, paſs over 
in Silence, the Story of the French Pro- 
bets in the late Queen's Reign, whether 
the Enthuſiaſm with which they ſeem d 
to be then agitated, Was real or not, I 
will not take upon me to determine; ; bur 
it is very certain, that the Government did 
not think ir prudent to let them aſſemble, 
as they deſigned to have done, under a 
Pretence of raiſing Dr. Eams from the 
Dead. 5 There 
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There was, indeed, a very ſurpriſing 
Attempt in their Favour, about 4o Years 
ago in Ireland, under the Influence of 
the late Earl of Gallway their Country- 
man and Patron; it was no leſs, than to 
procure a Law for tranſporting the Papiſts 
of that Kingdom, to Foreign Parts, and 
replacing them with French Refugees : 
It is true, the Deſign did not ſucceed ; 
but I believe the Attempt muſt be allowed 
to be extraordinary. 

Nothing can be more amazing, than 
to ſee any of the Refugees, who have 


been receiv'd with open Arms in this 


Nation, and who have a large Penſion 
ſettled upon them; that any of them, 
I fay, ſhould preſume to enter the Liſts, 
or contend, on any publick Occafion, 
with our Natives ; nor can I think of 
any thing that bears the leaſt Alluſion 
to ſuch an Attempt, but the Story of 
the 
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(27) 
the Snake in the Fable, that ſtung the 
Shepherd who preſervd his Life, and 
cheriſh'd him by his Fire's fide. 
The general Act of Naturalization, 
paſſed in the ſame Reign, gave occa- 


ſion to great Murmurings and Diſcon- 
tents, and was look d upon as a dange- 


rous Expedient, ſince it open'd a gap 
for ſwarms of Foreigners ; and that at a 
time, when there was a ſcarcity of Bread 
thro' the whole Kingdom ; that Law 


was ſoon repealed, and it is hoped we 


ſhall never hear of any more Attempts 
of the ſame tendency. Fhat in 1693 miſ- 
carried, and as the following Speech did 
not a little contribute to it, and that it 
gives us a juſt and lively Idea of the 
Miſchiefs that may ariſe from natura- 
lizing Foreigners, I have thought proper 
to preſent the Reader with an Extract 
of it, with which IIl conclude this Eſſay. 

Extract 
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Exrrac of Sir John Knight's Speech in 
Parliament, againſt naturalizing Fo- 
retgners, in 1693. 


HE Arguments uſed for the Bill, 

are in ſubſtance ; firſt, a want of 
Purchaſers for our Lands; ſecondly, of 
Merchants; thirdly, Manufacturers, who 
can work cheaper than the Engliſh; 
fourthly, of Husbandmen to till the 
Ground. 

Firſt, It is argued by ſome, that we 
want Purchaſers for our Lands: This is a 
melancholy Conſideration; I therefore de- 
| fire thoſe Gentlemen, who approve of 
this Bill, to tell me what it is hath 
brought us to this Condition, that the 
Landed Men of England are reduced to 
ſo low an ebb, that they muſt fell, and 
none left able to buy, unlefs F oreign- 
ers 


n 
ers and Naturalized ? Doth this prove our 
Fore-fathers wanted Underſtanding ? or 
doth it not rather eonclude it's occa- 
ſion d by our want of theirs, and not 
following their Examples? who, never 
ſold their Country, to the Ruin both of 
themſelves and their Poſterity; nor did 
they expend the Money of the King- 
dom on ſuch Allies as ours, who; as we 
have been inform'd by fome of che 
Privy Council, are not in our Intereſt, 
and will ſpare us none of their Men 
for our Pay, without great Fenn 

likewiſe for themſelves. 
Let us abate our Taxes, and after 
the wiſe Precedent of our Fathers, pay 


our own Seamen at home, and ſend the 


Foreigners. back: Then the Money will 
= be found circulating at home in ſuch. 
% EO Hands, who may buy the 
= F | Koro 
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Lands that are to be ſold, without na- 
turalizing Strangers. 

Secondly, It is ſaid, we want more 
Merchants. Whom may we thank for 
bringing ſo many to Poverty ? 

Suppoſe we paſs this Bill, and the 
Dutch (who, no doubt, will take the 
Oaths as this Bill directs, and proteſt a- 
gainſt Popery and Paguniſin, and, on oc- 
caſion, Chriſtianity too, as at Japan) 
ſend their Servants and Factors hither, 
and we naturalize them, and let the 
Capital Stock, which. gets 'an Employ 
for theſe new made Engh/hmen, belong 
to their Maſters and Friends, who ne- 
ver did, or ever will live amongſt us: 
Will it not then follow, that the Pro- 
fit will be theirs, and not England's? | 
and will not the new - made Engliſh 


_ (yet 


(37) 


(yet Dutchmen till) return to their 


Country and Friends with their Gain? 


The Conclufion of this Experiment 
muſt be this; That what hath hitherto 


been Gain to England by Enghſh Mer- 


chants and Factors, will be turned to 


a Foreign Land, by the Foreign Mer- 


chants being naturalized, for their own 
Good, not England's. 

A third Argument for admitting Fo on 
reigners, is upon a ſuppoſed Want we 
have of Manufacturers, eſpecially of 
ſuch as will work cheaper than the 
Engh/h. In my Opinion, this Reaſoning 


is extraordinary, and ought not to take 


Air out of this Houſe; leſt the old 
Engliſh Spirit ſhould exert itſelf in de- 
fence of its Liberty. — Shall an Engliſþ 
Parliament let in Strangers to under- ſell 
our Country? (which they may eafily 
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do, whilſt they live in Garrets, pay no 
Taxes, and are bound to no Duties) 
How ſhall we anſwer this to our Coun- 
try who ſent us here, when by ſo do- 
ing, inſtead of making the Kingdom 
more populous „we provide only for the 
Subſiſtance of Foreigners? 

Our Palates for ſome time have been ſo 
nice, that nothing but French Cooks could 
pleaſe em; nor could we perſwade our- 
ſelves that our Cloathing was right, unleſs 
from Head to Foot'twere a la mode deFrance. 


The Gentleman was not well ſerved with- 


out a Frenchman; and the Lady's Com- 
mode could not ſit right, if her French- 
woman did not put it on. Now on a 
ſudden, the Change is at violent in 

favour of the Dutch. 
There is one Thing, Mr. Speaker, 
which comes into my Mind, with 
| which 


6 
which I. ſhall cloſe this Conſideration. 
What Reaſon was there to blame the 
Mayors and other Governors of Corpo- 
rations, for ſurrendring their Charters, 
chough they {till retain the Rights, for 
Engliſhmen only to come into new 
| Charters, and at the ſame time, hope to 
juſtify our Proceedings, though we 
throw up the Great Charter of Enghſh 
Liberties, to. admit Strangers ? 
A fourth Pretence for this Bill, is, a 
Want of Husbandmen to till the Ground, 
I ſhall fay lictle on this Head, but requeſt 
the Honourable Perſon below me, to tell 
me, of the Forty thouſand French, which 
he confeſſes are come into England, how 
many. does he know, that at this Time 
follow the Plow Tail ? For it is my firm 
Opinion, that not only the French, but 
every other Nation this Bill ſhall ler in 
| upon 


(34) 
upon us, will never tranſplant themſelves 
for the Benefit of going to Plow; they will 
contentedly leave the Engliſh the ſole 
Monopoly of that Slavery. 

We may further learn from that Book 
(che Bible) the Fate of the Egyprians, 
who experimented, on the ſcore of Charity, 
what it is a People may expect from ad- 
mitting Strangers into their Country and 
Councils: Joſeph was a Stranger, and fold 
for a Slave, yet being taken into Pha- 
raob's Council, he by Taxes and other 
fine Projects, brought the ſeven Years 
Plenty, God had bleſſed the Egypti ans 
with, into the Granaries of Pharaoh; but 
when Dearth came on the Land, and the 
People cried to their King for Relief, 
they were ſent to the Stranger Fo/eph, 
who getteth from them, for: that which 


was once their ny, all their Money, 
their 


(285 

their Cattle, Weir Lands, and laſt of all 
their Perſons into Slavery; though ar 
the ſame time, he did far otherwiſe by 
his own Countrymen, for he placed 
them in the beſt of the Land, the 
Land of Goſhen, and nouriſhed them 
from the King's Stores. This Example 
ſhould teach us to be wiſe in Time, 
ſeeing all this was done by the Advice 
of one Foreigner in the Privy Council. 
And what may that. Country expect, 
where the Head and many of the Coun- 
cil are Foreigners? 1 

Sir, I perceive ſome Gentlemen are 
uneaſy; perhaps I have offended them, and 
will conclude with this Motion; That the 
Serjeant be commanded to open theDoors, 
and let us firſt kick the Bill out of the 


Houſe, and then Foreigners our of the 


Kingdom. 
„ * 
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